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Story ideas for print and broadcast media

"FOAM BEDS" COULD CUSHION AIRCRAFT THAT OVERSHOOT RUNWAYS,
ACCORDING TO UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON RESEARCH INSTITUTE STUDY
Aircraft that overrun runways, like the USAir 737 that skidded off a runway at
takeoff from LaGuardia Airport and landed in the East River on Wednesday, could be
stopped by a giant "foam bed" installed at the end of runways, according to a
University of Dayton Research Institute (UDRI) study.
Computer simulations performed for the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
i ndicate that a foam bed made out of material s imilar tu Styrofoam and installed at
the end of an airport runway's overrun area coul d stop an 820,000-pound Boeing 747
without harming passengers or seriously damaging the aircraft.
''Once the foam bed is crushed, it stays crushed," said Robert Cook, UDRI research
engineer and principal investigator. "In doing so, you absorb a very large amount of
energy. That's what we need to stop an airplane."
The Federal Aviation Administration plans to test the performance of foam beds at
one of its technical centers. If the tests are successful, a prototype system is
expected to be installed at one of the nation's airports, according to Cook.
The research has received a great deal of national attention, including a major
article in Aviation Week and Space Technology. For media interviews, contact Bob
Cook at (513) 845-1258 or 229-3015.

"TEACHER IN SPACE" CANDIDATE PAYS TRIBUTE TO CHALLENGER MISSION AS SPACE AMBASSADOR
Ambassadors are awarded diplomatic posts in this world. Not Jim Rowley. NASA
tapped him for one out in the galaxy.
Rowley, an assistant professor of teacher education at the University of Dayton,
is a "space ambassador." That's what NASA calls the 100 semi-finalists in the highly
touted "Teacher in Space" program, which drew applications from more than 25,000
teachers across the country vying for a seat on the space shuttle.
More than three years after the Challenger tragedy stunned the nation and
temporarily stalled NASA's program, Rowley is still intensely committed to space
exploration. Last month Rowley shared the excitement of Voyager 2 scientists at the
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena as they viewed the first photos of Neptune
brought back from the spacecraft. While in California, Rowley and other educators
planned a "Return to the Moon" curriculum for Challenger Center mission sites-space-oriented hands-on learning centers that the families of the Challenger crew
hope will be established in every state within five years. Rowley is forming a local
coalition to pursue private sector support to bring a center to Dayton.
Rowley, a former Centerville High School teacher, describes the centers as
"places where kids could come and learn about the space program and be inspired by
it. The families didn't want a physical
nt. They wanted a living memorial."
For media interviews, contact Jim
ey at (513) 229-3696 or 229-3344.
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